
	

	

Experience Life Uptown 
t 519.725.1541   
Live/Work Suite 1, 20 Barrel Yards Blvd. 

Waterloo, ON N2L 0C3                                                                                                                                                                
BarrelYards.com 

Maintaining and Cleaning Your Dishwasher:  Tips To Follow 
 

1. Wash regularly - Using your dishwasher frequently will keep debris from settling in the bottom of 
the appliance and can help reduce the amount of times that you will have to give it a thorough 
cleaning throughout the year. 
 

2. Empty the dishwasher - it’s important that you run your dishwasher through a full cycle and 
then empty all of the dishes from the appliance.   
 

3. Clean the inside, edges and exterior - Use a damp cloth to wipe and clean the bottom of the 
door, the inside, exterior of door, the flatware basket, gasket, detergent dispenser, exterior and 
interior, edges and buttons.  An old toothbrush or other soft, household brushes can help get into 
tight spaces. Take out removable items and wash them with soap and water. Smells that you may 
find coming from your dishwasher may actually be coming from the outside areas around the 
appliance. Perform a regular cleaning the of the edges around the door, as they do not get 
washed during a regular cycle and can end up with lots of spills and pieces of food debris. Also be 
sure to wash off all of the buttons and the exterior door of the appliance as well. 
 

3. Inspect & clean the spinning arms - Dishwashers work by spraying water out of their spinning 
arms onto the dishes inside. When those arms aren’t spinning properly or the holes in them are full 
of buildup, your dishes won’t be getting thoroughly cleaned. Check to make sure that the arms spin 
correctly and clean out any debris that has accumulated inside the holes with a small piece of a 
toothpick. Take care not to scratch anything. Finally, scrub any mineral deposits off the spray arm 
with hot, distilled white vinegar. 
 

4. Run a "cleaning cycle" - Getting rid of the water deposits and buildup in your dishwasher is an 
important step because it can result in dishes that are sparkly and not dingy after a cycle. Start 
cleaning cycle by pouring one cup of white vinegar into a bowl or cup and putting it on the top 
rack. Run your dishwasher on hot and let the vinegar soften and remove soap scum and grime and 
get rid of any smells. This also helps to remove build up.  
 

5. Check that the scrap tray is in place and clean - If you’re careful about what you put in your 
dishwasher, you shouldn’t have to clean this often, but you should check it and remove any bits of 
food or shards of broken glass/dishes. At the very bottom of your dishwasher is the drain, and this 
area can be a common place where food debris, buildup, and other matter can end up. Leave 
obstacles near the drain will eventually create a clog. When your dishwasher drain is clogged, 
it will become less efficient and have a harder time cleaning.  

 

 


